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THEOLOGICAL. 


| We have great pleasure in stating to our readers that this and the 
two essays in continuation of it which will hereafter be published, 
were written by a young gentleman who has just completed the se- 
cond year of his studies at the General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. They were read in a condensed form 
as a single dissertation, at the annual examination the 28th of last 
July, and were received by the bishops, clergy, and laity present 
with great approbation. We publish them to exhibit the practical 
benefits resulting from that institution, even at this early period of its 
existence. And should our pages meet the eye of any benevolent 
member of our church, to whom Divine Providence has given the abili- 
ty and the will to do good, we cannot but hope that these essays will 
excite a desire to render still more copious the source from which in- 
calculable benefits to the Church of God must ultimately flow.] 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ON THE CHARACTER OF THE WRITINGS OF ST. PAUL. No. I. 


Auruoven it is indubitably true of the whole sacred volume that 
‘it is given by inspiration from God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be thoroughly furnished for all good works,” yet 
to no portion of its contents may this commendation be more empha- 
tically applied than to the writings of St. Paul. 

The gospels, containing the history of our Redeemer’s actions and 
the faithful record of his words, are in themselves of inestimable 
price as being the deed of the new covenant, the charter by which 
we hold our right of inheritance to a heavenly kingdom. Yet even 
these are rendered doubly valuable by the inspired explanations, il- 
lustrations, and enforcements, contained in the epistles of St. Paul. 
Without the latter, we should indeed be possessed of the history ot 
the establishment of the gospel dispensation, and of as much of its out- 
line as was necessary to the Jews and disciples previous to its grand 
completion ; but how slight would be our knowledge of its most im- 
portant doctrines, of its sublimest characteristics, and of its most in- 
teresting relations with former dispensations, when compared with 
that which may be derived from a comparison of the gospels with the 
writings of their most strenuous advocate and propagator, the apostle 
ef the Gentiles, The prejudices of the Jews, and even of his own 
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Cisciples, were such as to render a full development of the peculiar 
doctrines of the gospel by our Lord himself, previous to his ascen- 
sion, impossibie. ‘They had been taught from their earliest hours to 
expect a Messiah, invested with the robes of temporal dignity and 
splendour, a conqueror, who should subject the Gentiles to their do- 
minion, forcibly proselyte the nations to their laws, and place their 
feet upon the necks of their enemies. How then could they bear 
the doctrine of a kingdom purely spiritual, the subjects of which 
should be involved in the greatest perils and persecutions, and not un- 
frequently called on to testify their allegiance by the voluntary sur- 
render of their bodies to the most cruel sufferings? How could they 
endure the doctrine of an atonement through the blood of a crucified 
redeemer—through the ignominious death of him on whom were built 
their hopes of worldly power and glory? They looked upon the 
Gentiles almost as upon beings of an inierior order, they despised 
them as outcasts- from the divine covenant, they abhorred them as 
contemners and transgressors of their most revered ceremonial ordi- 
nances and laws. Wzuth what disgust then must they have beard of a 
dispensation extending its benefits equally to all, to the Jew first, and 
then to the Gentile ; a dispensation by which the promises peculiar 
to the Abrabamick seed should be annulled, and Israel the first born of 
God, in a great measure stripped of his primogeniture and the dig- 
nities and privileges consequent thereon? ‘They regarded their law, 
moral and ceremonial, as the summit of perfection, the indispensable 
rule of life, and the infallible means of justification. With what 
horrour, then, must they not have rejected the doctrine of justification 
by faith alone, of the inefficacy of the works of the law, and of the 
deletion of the handwriting of ordinances by the crucifixion? These, 
the most distinguishing features of Christianity, could not have been 
fully displayed to the Jews, without previous preparation by the cru- 
cifixion, resurrection and ascension of Christ, and by the descent 
of the Holy Spirit. Then when vast numbers of the Jews had em- 
braced the Christian revelation, these doctrines were gradually re- 
vealed, the despised Gentiles received into the church of God, and 
the prejudices of the Jews combated and removed by the inspired 
apostles. Fora full exposition of these branches of the Christian sys- 
tem, recourse must be had to the epistles, which were principally 
written in their maintenance and defence. Nor is their value, as 
supplementary to the gospels, confined to doctrinal points. As prac- 
tical comments on the histories and discourses of the gospels, they are 
invaluable. We might, it ts true, without them, be possessed of the 
means of obtaining eternal life, but of how many assistances and en- 
couragements, of how many exhortations and excitements should we 
be destitute ! 

‘The Acts of the Apostles, containing a history of the first propa- 
cation of our holy religion, and of the transactions of its primitive 
preachers, are, on that account, interesting and useful in the highest 
degree to every member of the Church of Christ. But how much 
are they illustrated and contirmed by the epistles of St. Paul, written 
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while engaged in the very labours which they describe, and to the 
very churches the foundation and growth of which they narrate. The 
speedy propagation of the Christian faith, which they record, is con- 
firmed beyond all contradiction by innumerable passages in these 
epistles; and the miraculous gifts which they ascribe to the apostles, 
are appealed to in these writings as undeniable evidence of the divine 
mission of their author.” Viewed in this light, the utility of these 
epistles has been ably exhibited by Paley in his comparison of the 
Acts and the Epistles, entitled ‘* Hore Pauline ’* 

The other epistles contained in the New Testament are either of 
so general a nature as unavoidably to omit, or, at most, cursorily 
touch on, some of the important doctrines of Christianity, in order to 
give a more striking summary of the whole; or they are contined to 
the discussion of a single topick.{ But while none of the epistles of 
St. Paul are of the general nature of those of the first class, (being 
all addressed to particular churches or individuals, and either pro- 
fessedly discussing certain subjects, or recommending certain articles 
of faith and practice,) their number, and the various circumstances of 
those to whom they were addressed, render it next to impossible that 
any important article of Christian faith should be omitted. 

Thus, while these epistles are superseded by none other of the sa- 
cred writings, there are also none which may not derive advantage 
and illustration from a comparison with them. 

But, omitting, at present, to prove the inspiration of these epistles, 
as hoping that no reader of these pages will be disposed to deny it, 
and as knowing that it has already been so frequently and copiously 
treated as to admit no novelty of arguiment nor any additional illustra- 
tion, let us consider more fully their injtrinsick value, in the order-sug- 
gested by the passage first cited, as an estimate of the worth of scrip- 
ture. 

For doctrine, the epistles of St. Paul are without a rival in the dis- 
play of the Christian religion, As well for the confutation of the Jew- 
ish prejudices, as for the instruction of the Gentile converts, they are 
full and luminous. 

The incorporeal nature of the future inheritance of christians is 
constantly asserted, the apostle teaching that the kingdom of God, 
which the righteous shall inherit, is not to be obtained by flesh and 
blood, since corruption cannot inherit incorruption ; but on the con- 
trary, before the spiritual blessings with which God hath blessed us 
in heavenly places can be enjoyed, this corruptible must put oa incor- 
ruption and this mortal immortality.{ 


*Comp. also Butler. Anal. of Nat. E. Rev. Rel. Pt. Il. c. vit. 1. 2. (p. 239. 
ed. Ist.) and Paley’s Evidences of Christianity, Pt. Il. c. vii (p. 225, 5. ed. N. 
York, 1817.) also, Pt. I. c. iii. (p.29,) and c. iv. (p. 41.) Evidence of the 
same nature respecting the authenticity of the gospels is afforded by these epistles 
constantly referring to the facts recorded in them as well known or as certainly 
confirmed by the testimony of eye witnesses. 

tOf the first class are the Ist Ep. general of St John, the Ist Ep. general 
of St. Peter, and the general Epistle of St. James. Of the second are the 2d and 
3d epistles of St. John, the 2d epistle of St. Peter and the epistle of St. Jude. 

+ 1 Cor. vi. 9. xv. 50. Eph.i. 3. 1Cor. xv. 53. 
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The spiritual nature of Christ’s dominion is also taught. Jesus 
Christ crucified is represented as the only object of Christian in- 
struction ; and, accordingly, he is represented as triumphing over prin- 
cipalities and powers by the cross, and, having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, as uniting all things under him, whether things 
in earth. or things in heaven, and as being highly exalted by God 
(even to be the obje ct of the worship and adoration of all created 
beings) op account of bis obedience unto the death of the cross.* 

The calling of the Gentiles to a participation in the privileges of the 
gospel dispensation, the mystery which in other ages was not known 
unto the sons of men, that the Gentiles should be fellow beirs with 
the Jews, of the same body, and partakers of the same promise in 
Christ by the gospel, is clearly revealed and fearlessly proclaimed, 
inthe epistles to the Romans and Ephesians + 

Whe insufficiency of the works of the law, (by which no flesh 
shal! be jusi:fied in the sight of God, since by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin,) and justification by faith in the blood of Christ, ho-ear 
God hath set jorth to be a propitiation for the remission of sins,{ form 
the principal subject of the epistles to the Romans and Galatians ; in 
which last, the utter uselessness of the ceremonial ordinances, since 
their abrogation by the death of Christ, is strongly asserted. 

‘The unity of the Church, wherein all things are made one in 
Christ, (the re being one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and all being 
calied in one hope of their calling,) is repeatedly asserted and illus- 
traied. 

The kingly and priestly offices of Christ, are lucidly set forth, and 
compared with the types in the Jewish dispensation, in the epistle to 
the Hebrews. 

Lastly, from whence do we derive more conclusive arguments for 
the divinity of Christ, the atoning efficacy of his death, and the uni- 
versality of his consequent mediatorial dominion, than from the wri- 
tings of our apostle? or whither shall we resort for proof of the 
resurrection and future judgment, if not to bis admirable demonstra- 
tion of the former in the first epistle to the Corinthians, and his as- 
tonishing description of the latter in second Thessalonians ? 

For reproof, the epistles of St. Paul are inimitably adapted. The 
awful majesty mingled with the utmost urbanity ;—the severe dignity, 
tempered with the most perfect meekness ;—and upon occasion, the so- 
Jemn denunciation of future punishment and divine displeasure ;— which 
are found in these writings, are such as can rarely find an equal, never 
a superior The delicate method of conveying reproof by reference 
to his own character and conduct, that is remarkably displayed in the 
epistles to the Corinthians and in that to the Galatians, may, without 
hazard, be said to be peculiar to St. Paul, and without a parallel, sa- 
cred or profane. The repeatedly recurrent reproof of those who 9¢- 


*1 Cor. ii.2. Col. ii, 15. i. 20. Phil. ii. 8. 
+Rom ix. x. Eph. iii. 
tRom. iii, 20. 25. 
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serted the necessity of observing the Jewish ritual, with all the load 
of incumbrances superinduced by the punctilious scribes and _phari- 
sees, is a striking instance of the powers of the apostle in this neces- 
sary branch of his ministerial duties, and may serve as a perpetual 
model of limited severity for the dispensers of spiritual exhortation 
and reproof. The woful fate denounced against apostates from the 
Christian verity, in the 7th and 10th of Hebrews, must impress the 
mind of every reader with a reverential awe, and excite the deepest 
veneration for a religion so especially the object of the divine pro- 
tection, while it must awaken dread of a participation, even in thought, 
with those whose end will be so miserable. 

For correction, these relicks of the pastoral Jabours of the last of the 
apostles are invaluable. Every where they display the careful superin- 
tendence of the attentive pastor, anxious to prevent his sheep from stray- 
ing from the fold of God, and if any should casually elude his vigilance, 
strenuously labouring toreclaim them from their wanderings. How re- 
peatedly does he caution his Gentile converts to beware of false teachers, 
wolves in sheep’s clothing, such as seek to beguile them of their reward, 
by attaching them to the rudiments of the world, subjecting them to the 
Jewish ceremonial ordinances as a means of justification, thereby ren- 
dering the blood of Christ of none effect. How faithfully does he 
remind the Corinthians of their evil-doings in dividing the church of 
Christ, and profaning the supper of the Lord, and, by his admo- 
nitions and exhortations, endeavour to correct their evil practices ! 
How strenuously does he combat the insidious doctrine of heretical 
and infidel disputers, who deny the satisfaction of Christ, the resur- 
rection and the judgment, at the same time thoroughly correcting their 
abuses and reclaiming their deluded followers! Nor are these wri- 
tings useful only in these particulars. ‘That they might be a perfect 
model for the Christian instructer in every age, they excel in the di- 
dactick part of practical, as well as of doctrinal theology. 

For instruction in righteousness, in the duties of a Christian life, i 
the nature of those works which are the unfailing attestations nye a 
justifying faith, these epistles are admirably fitted. Nor one of them 
is unaccompanied with a pathetick, yet energetick exhortation to the 
practice of the principal Christian virtues, and in many, the most 
exalted * moral precepts are heaped together in the conclusion with 
an artless magnificence, better than all the quaint and studied elegance 
of the professed philosopher.” Occasionally, too, the relative duties 
of the Christian to his God, to his country, to his pastors, to his 
friends, and to his relations, are inculcated at length and enforced 
by the most convincing arguments and the most moving exhortations, 

In a word, in these epistles are contained the most prudent coun- 

sel, the most affectionate entreaty, the most solemn warning, and, if 
need be, the most appalling threats. By their means the under- 
standing is enlightened, the reason is compelled to give assent to the 
truths of the gospel, and the passions are excited in the cause of the 
sublimest virtue. Authority and condescension go hand in hand ané 
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co-operate in the conversion of the believer, and in the completion of 
the imperfect christian. The caviller is confounded ; the stubborn is 
beaten down ; the reluctant is compelled ; the hesitating is confirmed ; 
the weak is strengthened; the sorrowing is comforted ; and the man 
of God made perfect, being thoroughly furnished to all good works. 
Thus much for the matter of the epistles of St. Paul, which could 
not but be such as we have found it, being dictated by the Holy Spi- 
rit, and thus originating from the fountain “of all perfection, Should 
the good providence of God permit, the attention of the reader will 
be directed, in a succeeding number, to that which more peculiarly be- 
longs to St. Paul, the manner in which this doctrine, reproof, cor- 
rection and instruction, is conveyed. U. U. 


—= 


SERMON.—No. XXXV. 


Philippians iii. 13. 14. ‘* Brethren, I count not myself to have ap- 
prehended ; but this one thing I do; forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ J esus.”’ 


Tue apostle opens the subject, in connexion with the text, by warn- 
ing the Philippian christians to beware of such teachers as bade them 
rely for salvation upon their observance of the law. To show them 
that if any one had cause to glory in such things, he bimself might 
also do it. He says of himself, ‘*‘ Circumcised the 8th day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; 
as touching the law, a Pharisee ; concerning zeal, persecuting the 
Church : touching the righteousness which is of the law blameless.’ 

Yet be lays no stress upon these things for the securing of his malve- 
tion. ‘* But what things were gain to me, says the apostle, those I 
counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things.”°—He afterwards adds a 
caution against supposing that even these sacrifices, which he had made 
for Christ’s sake, had secured for him the reward which he sought : 
*‘Not as though I had already attained, (says he,) neither were al- 
ready perfect ; but I follow after; if that | may apprehend that for 
which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus.”——-Again, lest any 
should still think him a boaster of his attainments and sufferings, he 
adds, as in our text, “‘ Brethren, I count not myself to have appre- 
hended ; but this one thing | do; forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth to those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” In this, there is evident allusion to the foot races in the cele- 
brated Olympic games. And though some allowance is doubtless to 
be made for the figurative language, yet, the least we can infer from 














1824.] Sermon.—No. XXXV. On Philippians iii. 13, 14. 303. 


the passage, is, that the apostle considered that a much more ardent 
and persevering zeal was necessary for the attainment of salvation, 
than is exhibited by the conduct of many Christians at the present 
day. 

This then is the argument which we deduce from the text: that the 
acquisition of holiness is a progressive work: and that those grossly 
deceive themselves, who suppose that a sudden conversion, or merely 
a determination to reform, can ordinarily qualify a person for heaven. 

There is no point in the life of the Christian, except his last mo- 
ments, when he can safely say that his warfare with the world is com- 
pleted. It is a mistake that has caused as much slander to christianity 
as any others, that no one can be a sincere professor of it, who has 
not already obtained an undisputed victory over all his evil propensi- 
ties and passions. This false principle has doubtless also restrained 
many humble inquirers for salvation from taking the christian cove- 
nants upon them. Erroneously supposing, that none are qualified to 
receive the seals of the gospel, who have not already ‘‘ overcome the 
world ;”’ these timid believers shrink back from this holy profession, 
under a deep consciousness of their own infirmities and sins. How 
often do we hear this excuse urged, and doubtless with perfect sincer- 
ity, for not naming the name of Christ in a publick profession—‘* I am 
not sufficiently holy ; I am too sinful for such a profession?’ This 
false principle is cherished in their minds, by the reproaches which 
the world cast upon those Christians in whom the infirmities of a de- 
praved nature are still manifest. Viewing a profession of religion, 
not as it is, in reality, the commencement of a warfare in which the 
subtle adversary will often gain an advantage; not as the entrance 
upon a race in which he who runs is liable to stumble, they give few 
Christians, indeed, a credit for sincerity, because they expect too much 
from them at first. 

Believing this profession to be the signal of victory over all sin, 
many, who desire salvation, dare not assume the profession of His 
name by whom alone salvation can be obtained. But all this is 
wrong. Christianity finds men involved in the ruins of the fall. Its 
design is to mend their hearts by adopting them as its children. — It 
does not say to the wicked prodigal, go mend thine own heart, go 
provide for thyself till thou art more worthy, and then | will receive 
thee. No, it receives men, wretched and sinful as they are, and seeks 
to purify their hearts, that they may hereafter be qualified to sit in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. But this work is effected gradually, 
and often by very slow degrees. Christ came to cal! not the right- 
eous but sinners to repentance. An inveterate sinner therefore may 
sincerely and worthily profess the name of Christ, provided only, he 
be penitent for his sins and desirous of being released from their bond- 
age. If his religion gradually improves his heart and character, 
how far soever from perfection he may yet be, we may charitably 
conclude that his profession of it is sincere. Perlection is the mark 
towards which every real disciple of Christ must press forward. All 
Christians have not made equal progress in this race :—Some have but 
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just turned their backs upon the world, and begun to shake off the 


habits of sin with which they are defiled. Others have approached 
much nearer the object of their pursuit. But so long as any imper- 
fection adheres to the soul, so long as there is any degree of holiness 
yet unattained, so long the Christian can never safely trust his salva- 
tion to what has already been done; so long, like the apostle, he 
must forget the things there are behind and press toward the mark. 
This necessity will appear more obvious, if we consider the nature 
of the mind, which is active. If the soul be not advancing in holi- 
ness, it will retrograde. If Satan find us at ease in Zion, he will pro- 
pose a thousand allurements to engage us anew in the vanities of the 
world. Itis only with increasing labour that we can stem the cur- 
rent of depraved nature, and especially when this current has been 
accelerated by the force of habit. If we cease then from this labour, 
under the mistaken apprehension that our barque is at rest, we shal] 
be hurried down the rapid stream of our passions, which will eithe 
give us new labour to regain the distance we had lost, or, if unre- 
sisted, carry us down to perdition. Alas, how many are there, called 
Christians, who calmly compose themselves to rest, thinking that all 
is well, and that salvation is secure, when in fact they are now fur- 
ther from the kingdom of God than when they at first believed.— 
Their christian profession, instead of reminding them of the duty of 
pressing forward, has served rather as an opiate to quiet those tears 
which first caused them to inquire, and no doubt with sincerity, what 
they should do to be saved. Their fears urged them into the ark of 
ihe covenant. Here they rested and banished their fears. ‘They 
looked back with complacency upon what they had done, and hastily 
concluded that their work was completed and their danger past. Instead 
of forgetting the things that were behind, like our apostle, the things 
that were behind formed the only ground of their confidence. For 
had they never experienced any more of the power of godliness than 
they now experience, they would never have presumed that they 
were in a state of grace. But resting in the belief that they once 
felt the renewing efficacy of the gospel of Christ, they flatter them- 
selves that they have not wholly fallen from grace ; or, perhaps, their 
only consolation in death, should it suddenly overtake them, would 
be the cold consolation of the dying Cromwell, that to fall from 
grace is impossible. Such persons reverse the order of our text. 
Instead of torgetting the things which are behind, they forget those 
which are before. ‘They look not at the distance which they have 
yet to run before they reach the mark of perfection in holiness ; but 
they remember, with much complacency, the attainments which they 
have already made. When they compare the interest which they 
once felt in the cause of religion, with that which they now feel, 
they cannot be ignorant that their feelings of piety have decayed. 
But excuses are always at hand to allay the risings of conscience on 
the subject. Their fellow Christians are not as zealous as they once 
were. Their circumstances of life are changed. The company with 
which they now associate is not so much disposed to religious sub- 
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jects, as that with which they formerly mingled. But above all there 
is now no longer any need of those feelings of anxiety, those convic- 
tions of sin, which they once suffered—For now they have long since 
passed the ordeal of conviction and conversion, and therefore have a 
right to repose in security that salvation awaits them. 

But all these apologies are vain and worse than vain, they are sin- 
ful. It is no excuse of our apathy that the love of many has waxed 
cold. Yo his own master every Christian standeth or falleth. It our 
brethren in the faith lack zeal, there is the greater necessity that we 
should endeavour to inspire it. How did the zeal of Moses kindle, 
when all Israel were bowing down to the golden caif. How did the 
zeal of Elijah increase, when he thought all the people had torsaken 
the true God and were following after Baal? But of all the delusions 
to which the Christian is exposed, none is perhaps more extensively 
fatal, at the present day, than that which arises trom an erroneous 
idea of the nature of a true conversion. The opinion is extensively 
prevalent that a saving conversion may be the work of a moment, 
and that as soon as the person can once persuade himself that his sins 
are pardoned, his work is completed and his salvation secure. We 
presume not to set bounds to the power, or the mercy of God. He 
can raise the dead ; he can pardon the most inveterate sinner at the 
last gasp of life, and fit him for heaven. But we speak of ordinary 
cases. Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord ; and nothing is 
more evident than that the acquisition of holiness is not generally the 
work of a moment. The blemishes in the character of the very best 
of Christians on earth, afford too decisive a proof to be mistaken, that 
a sudden conversion does not complete the necessary work of sancti- 
fication in the heart. It is only the beginning of this great and ar- 
duous work. ‘Two prominent evils grow from this erroneous idea of 
conversion. The one is that when persons have once experienced 
what they call conversion, and have become visibly united to the 
church of Christ, they conclude that their warfare is accomplished, 
and that they have only to compose themselves to rest, in security that 
a crown of righteousness is reserved for them in heaven. Shielded 
by this covert of an external profession of godliness, it is dificult and 
often impossible so to temper the arrows of conviction, that they may 
reach their hearts and rouse them from this false security. They will 
not, like an apostle, forget the things that are behind, but they remein- 
ber that they once experienced what they thought to be conversion ; 
and the remembrance of this is the pillow of their fatal vision. 
They are members of the church of Christ, and the trumpet of alarm 
to sinners has no terrors for them. They are sown in the field where 
the Lord’s harvest will be reaped, and they forget that the enemy 
often sows tares in this field. The other evil growing from this same 
bitter root is, that many sinners supposing conversion to be a momen- 
tary work, delay their repentance, with the expectation of performing 
it in the evening of life, and that then they may experience that sav- 
ing conversion which will instantly qualify them for heaven. They 
forget that God has designed their whole life to be a preparation for 
39 GOSPEL ADVOCATE, VOR. IV. 
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heaven; and that he best knows how much time is required. The 
one text now before us, it would seem, should be enough to correct 
this dangerous delusion. After Paul had done and suffered more than 
any, perhaps more than all of us together for the cause of Christ, 
he still counts not himself to have attained the end of his profession. 
He still looks upon the past as nothing, and presses forward to the 
mark. ‘*He forgets the things that are behind,” as if the whole race 
were yet before him. 

What Christian under the light of this example, can compose him- 
self to rest, counting the rosary of bis former devotions, labours and 
sacrifices, performed in the cause of religion? If Paul, after having 
suflered the loss of all things and endured perpetual labours, frequent 
scourgings and imprisonments, for Christ’s sake, still thought the 
thirigs which were behind should be forgotten ; how shall we dare to 
repose upon the little which we have already done in the same cause, 
The best Christian that dwells upon the earth is far below the stand- 
ard of holiness to which he aspires. And it is greatly to be feared of 
many now called Christians, that their salvation is now not so near as 
when they at first believed. For, my brethren, though many are 
now called Christians; yet Ob, how unlike are they to the inspired 
author of our text. Notwithstanding all that he had done and suffer- 
ed in the cause of Christ, though at this very time he was a prisoner 
at Rome on account of the gospel; though, as he says in a preceding 
verse, he had for this cause suffered the loss of all things; yet, con- 
tinues he, [ count not myself to have apprehended, or to have at- 
tained the end of my profession. But many now called Christians, 
scarcely enter the lists of the Christian race, before they compose 
themselves to rest, looking back with confidence upon the attainments 
they have made as their security for winning the prize. Verily may 
we all say that either Paul did far more than was necessary to secure 
his salvation, or we are doing far too little to secure ours. For the 
same terms that are extended to us, were offered to him also. We 
must be saved by the same charter of mercy which he witnessed in 
his life and sealed in his death, or we must perish. The same hum- 
ble, narrow path, must be trodden by the Christian of every age and 
every degree. ‘This road has not been widened one inch since it 
was travelled by “the glorious company of the apostles, and the 
noble army of martyrs,” who have long since entered into that rest 
which remaineth for the people of God. Here also the proud dis- 
tinctions of the world are unknown. The high and the low, the rich 
and the poor, the bond and the free, must enter into life through the 
same strait gate; must travel the same narrow way. For he that 
turneth aside, will surely turn aside to perdition. 

What then remains for us but to be up and doing while our day of 
grace remains. It may be shorter than we think, and the work of 
salvation may be more difficult than we now suppose. Our prize at 
stake is sufficiently great to demand our most unremitting exertions. 
Let us therefore never stand still till our Master appear, that when he 
shall come, he may find us ready to receive him and his promised 
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blessings. ‘This we cannot better do, than by following the example 
of the apustle in our text. 

** Forgetting the things which are behind, and reaching forth to 
those things which are hefore, to press toward the mark for the prize 
of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Let this example be the guide of our life, and in death we shall 
have peace, and in eternity a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 


—_—_—_—_—— 


ADVERSARIA. 


THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW oF DEATH. One of the evils which we 
must encounter in passing ‘‘ through the valley of the shadow of 
death,” is the separation from the objects which were endeared to us, 
and the scenes and pleasures which delighted us, in this present world. 
Here is poignant grief. The fond husband must leave the beloved of 
his bosom; must leave her to her own fortitude and fate, in this mu- 
table and careful existence. The affectionate mother, must resign 
her darling offspring, to, she knows not what trials, dangers, and sor- 
rows, in this evil world. Our friends and companions, with whom 
‘“*‘ we took sweet counsel together,” and who were dear to us as our 
own souls, we must leave, to see them no more in these earthly forms, 
in which we have known and loved them. They may mitigate tor 
us the sorrows of disease. They may sooth our apprehensions on our 
way, and with piety’s sweetest offices, encourage our hopes, But they 
can accompany us only to the gate of death. There, they must leave 
us. We must be parted from each other; we, to pass into regions, 
from which we shall return to them no more; and they, to be left 
weeping together on the gloomy confines of the vale. And how hap- 
py are those, with whom, in this dreadful moment, God remains ; who 
do not pass through the solemn gate alone; but, when all earthly 
friends have retired, have the Father of their spirits with them.” 
Another thing which renders ‘the valley of the shadow of death” 
terrible to many, is the darkness with which it is encompassed. It is 
awfully still. It is dreadfully gloomy. Shadows, clouds, and darkness, 
rest upon it. I see the infidel approach its entrance. To him it is dis- 
mally obscure. Bones, and ashes, are all he can discover. And his heart 
recoils, with unutterable horrour, from such an extinction of his being. I 
see the vicious approach it. To them the gloom is terrible. Conscience 
fills it with ghosts and spectres, and images of terrour. They shud- 
der as they enter. They cry aloud for light. And whom, indeed, 
do I see unappalled by the darkness, and dismal accompaniments 
of the grave, but those, upon whose minds the blessed Redeemer hath 
opened the visions of immortality. To them, there ariseth light in 
the darkness. That hand, which holdeth ‘‘ the keys of death and of 
hell,” hath rolled back the clouds which hung over the valley of 
death. That voice, at which the devils tremble. hath chased from it 
the images of fear, and spectres of despair. ‘To the sincere followers 
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of the Lamb, it is not a valley of unknown windings, and uncertain 
end. They see, indeed, that it is a desolate place. But they are 
taught, that it is the path by which God hath connected this present 
stage of our existence, with the next. They know that it is the 
passage, through which the patriarchs, and prophets, and righteous 
men, of every age, have gone to the fruition of glory. They consider 
it, as the valley which their Lord hath travelled, subduing in it every 
thing which could molest, or dismay them; and opening through it, the 
way to his heavenly kingdom. They enter it, therefore, without fear, 
or perplexity, having the ‘* Spirit of Truth” for their guide, and, per- 
suaded by him, that, desolate as is the path, it will conduct them to the 
regions of everlasting day. Blissful light, which religion, sent by our 
compassionate Creator, sheds upon the tomb! How happy the relief 
which it gives, from the timidity of ignorance, and the anxiety of 
doubt! Those terrours, at least, which its darkness gave to ‘‘ the val- 
ley of the shadow of death,” are of small power, now that it is illumin- 
ed with the instructions of the Almighty, and declared by him, to be 
our path to immortality. —Dehon’s Sermons, Il. 345—349. 


REVIEW. 


Two Discourses on the Atonement. By Moses Srvart, Associate 
Prof. of Sacred Literature in the Theol. Sem. at Andover. Pub- 
lished by request of the Students. 1824. 8vo. pp. 54. 


We had occasion, not long since,* to mourn in melancholy foreboding, 
over what we were constrained to think, the evidence of departing 
glory. It is well known that the Westminster confession of faith is 
mentioned in the statutes of the Theological Seminary at Ando- 
ver as, with some few exceptions, its standard exposition of doc- 
trine ; that the professors are required to renew their assent to it eve- 
ry five years; and that our Saviour is there declared to have died as 
the surety and substitute of his people. When, therefore, one of the 
professors of that institution ventured to assail, from the pulpit, a fun- 
damental tenet of the Westminster confession, and afterwards to issue 
his sermon from the press, at the request of the students ; such a cont- 
bination of events seemed to us a sign of most portentous augury. We 
were not prepared to suppose that on a subject of such weight and 
magnitude as the atonement, there could be any very great disagree- 
ment between professors of the same seminary. We inferred, we now 
confess, too hastily that the sentiments thus expressed were the senti- 
ments generally received both by professors and students. We fore- 
saw, and have in some degree witnessed the triumph of Unitarianism, 
at this declension, and its confident anticipations of ultimately gaining 
the rampart thown up to oppose its progress. It may well be imagin- 
ed therefore that we received with much eagerness, and we will add, 
with much anxiety, the discourses of Professor Stuart; and it may 


* Review of Murdock on the Atonement, March, 1824. 
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also well be imagined, that our joy has been commensurate with our 
former grief, at finding in them a clear exposition and a complete and 


triumphant vindication of our faith. 


Professor Stuart has chosen for his text a part of the sublime pre- 


diction of Isaiah, concerning the suffering Saviour. 


Of this be has 


given a translation, which, as he remarks, is somewhat nearer than that 


of our received version, to the spirit of the original, 


We shall show 


our readers the difference, by putting the versions in juxtaposition. 


Isatau Lit. 5, 6, 


Received version. 


1 He was wounded For our 
transgressions ; 

2 He was BRUISED FOR our ini- 
quities ; 

3 The chastisement oF our peace 
was upon him ; 


4 And by his stripes are we 
healed. 

5 All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; 

6 We have TURNED EVERY one 
TO HIS OWN WAY ; 

7 And tHe Lorp hath laid on 


Prof. Stuart. 


1 He was wounded on account 
OF our transgressions ; 

2 He was sMITTEN ON ACCOUNT 
OF our iniquities ; 

3 The chastisement sy wHicH 
our peace IS PROCURED Was LAID 
on him ; 

4 And by his wounns are we 
healed. 

5 All we like sheep have gone 
astray ; 

6 We have WANDERED EACH 
one IN THE PATH THAT HE CHOSE ; 

7 And Jenovan hath laid on 





him the rvquiry oF us all. him the SUNISHMENT DUE TO us all. 

A few brief remarks on the variations between Mr. Stuart’s and the 
received version, will be all that is necessary to vindicate their res- 

ective merits. 

1. In the first clause there is a mere verbal difference. ‘* For’ is 
used frequently by our translators in the sense of ‘‘ because,” ** by 
reason,” or **on account of.” And it is so used here. 

2. ** He was bruised,” we think a better translation than ** he was 
smitten,’ though neither expresses the full force of the original. sa. 
properly signifies “* one bruised, crushed, or broken in pieces, as any 
thing is broken in a mortar. No word could more forcibly express 
the dreadful agony endured by the Redeemer, on account of the 
iniquities of mankind.* 

3. The chastisement of our peace is an exact translation of the 
Hebrew idiom. Frequent instances occur in the scriptures, when 
the governing noun signifies the cause, and the noun governed, the 
effect. Thus Isaiah ix. 6. The prince of peace, i. e. the prince 
who procures peace for his people. Isai. xi. 2. The spirit of wis- 
dom, i. e. the spiritual influences from which wisdom is derived, 
Zechar. vi. 13. The counsel of peace, i. e. the council by which the 
Messiah in his twofold character as king and priest advances the peace 


* Lowth has translated it, “* He was smitten ;’? yet in the 10th verse he has 
rendered the infinitive of the same verb, ** to crush,’ which is better, because 
more forcible. 
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of his people. So in the passage under consideration ; the chastise- 
ment of our peace means, the chastisement which causes our peace, or 
by which our peace is procured or eilected. ‘‘ We have peace with 
God,” says St. Paul, ** through our Lord Jesus Christ We were re- 
conciled to God, by the death of his Son.’? Rom. v. 1. 10. 

4. Neither of the words * stripes,” or “* wounds,’’ expresses the full 
force of the original. man properly signifies the bloody wale 
or tumour caused by severe scourging; the wounds produced by 
stripes. ‘* The plowers,” says the Psalmist, in the person of the Re- 
deemer, ‘‘ plowed upon my back ; they made long their furrows ” 
Psalm cxxix. 3. Scourging cuts and, as it were, digs and plows, and 
makes furrows in the flesh ; and the longer the cords of the scourges 
are, the longer are the wounds and the furrows. For our sakes, he who 
knew no sin ‘ gave his back to the smiters,’ Isa. ]. 6: and permitted 
those plowers to make long their furrows upon it?” Bp. Horne. In 
the original, the word is in the singular number. By repeated scourg- 
ing the body of the Redeemer became one wound; and by that wound 

await, 1 Pet. ii. 24) we, says the prophet, are healed. 

5. In the fifth clause there is no variation. 

6. Upon the sixth, no remarks are necessary, unless that the receiv- 
ed translation is strictly literal, and that of Professor Stuart, a just and 
elegant paraphrase. To “turn every one to his own way,” and to 
‘* wander each one in the path that he chose,” are to our minds equi- 
valent phrases. 

7. Whenever the word Lorp occurs in the received version in 
small capitals, the translators meant the readers to understand that the 
original word is Jehovah. ‘** The Lord, i. e. Jehovah hath laid or hath 
caused to light or fall upon him the iniquity of us all,” is therefore an 
exact translation of the original; but the meaning is accurately ex- 
pressed by Professor Stuart: ‘* Jehovah hath laid on him the pun’sh- 
ment due to us all.” To bear iniquity is a Hebrew idiom which 
means, ‘ to bear the punishment due to iniquity. Thus the received 
translation renders Ezek. xiv. 10, in the following manner; ‘ they 
shall bear the punishment of their iniquity ; the punishment of the 
prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh unto him.” 
Whereas the original, if translated word for word, would run thus: 
They shall bear their iniquity, (@3y) The iniquity of the prophet, 
&e. So Gen. iv. 13. And Cain said unto the Lord, my punishment 
(sy literally, my iniquity) is greater than I can bear. It is un- 
necessary to multiply examples; as these two must be sufficient to 
show the correctness of our translation, and the accuracy of Professor 
Stuart, in that part of the two versions which seemed to be most at 
variance. 

We have said more in the way of criticism than we intended; but 
our object has been to place the subject in a proper light before our 
unlearned readers. There is a disposition among a certain class of 
criticks to undervalue the common translation of the Bible, that they 
may subvert with greater ease the popular belief in the divinity of 
Christ, original sin, and the personality and influences of the Holy 
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Ghost. If one who is unskilled in Greek and Hebrew ‘produces a 
text which he thinks conclusive on these points, he is met and silenced 
by the confident assertion that his Bible gives a wrong translation. 
We are sorry, therefore, ever to see unguarded censures of the received 
translation ; because we know the fatal influence of such censures in 
unsettling the minds of persons who are unable to distinguish between 
dishonest perversion, and upright criticism. The sermons of Professor 
Stuart were addressed to a learned audience, to whom the rules of 
criticism were familiar, who were capable of knowing the excellence 
of our received translation, and who were therefore in no danger of des- 
pising or distrusting it, because some expressions have, in the constant 
flow of language become obsolete, and others susceptible of improve- 
ment. The passage on which we have commented is a very fair speci- 
men both of the integrity of our version, and of the nature of those 
emendations which are proposed by the learned. 

From the language of the text as applied to Christ, Professor Stuart 
deduces the proposition that ‘* He suffered as our substitute ; or that 
his sufferings and death were an expiatory offering, on account of which 
our sins are pardoned and we are restored to the Divine favour.’’? This 
he considers as the idea intended to be conveyed by the expressions 
commonly used on this subject; that ‘* Christ made satiefaction for 
our sins ;” that “ his death was a full equivalent for the demands of 
the Jaw ;” that ‘‘ our punishment, our guili—was transferred to him ;” 
that he ‘‘ made atonement for our sins ;” that “his sufferings were 
vicarious ;” that ** he bore the punishment due to us.” All this va- 
ried phraseology is resolvable into the proposition, that “ Christ was 
our expiatory offering, our substitute.” 

A substitute, when accepted on the part of him to whom any debt 
or reparation is due, must be an equivalent of some kind or other, a 
satisfaction in some sense, for such debt or penalty due. An equiva- 
lent is of two sorts. The first requires equality or sameness in re- 
gard to kind or quantity. ‘* The second is where the substitute an- 
swers the same end, as that would have done in the place of which it 
is put, or a higher end of the same nature. The first species of substi- 
tution or equivalency belongs to various transactions of business among 
men ; such as borrowing and lending, exchange of various species of 
property, and other things of the like nature. Equivalency of the 
second kind has respect to transactions of a civil or penal nature, and 
to the intercourse of rational beings with each other, as subjects of so- 
cial or otber laws. For example, banishment is often substituted by 
civil governments instead of inflicting the penalty of death; fines, in- 
stead of imprisonment or other corporeal punishment. So among men 
in their daily intercourse, confession of a fault, joined with a request 
of forgiveness, is accepted as a satisfaction for an injury done, or an 
insult offered ; and is regarded as an equivalency for it. In all cases 
of this nature, which are exceedingly numerous and diversified, both in 
regard to the intercourse of men with each other, and in respect to 
eivil rulers and their subjects, the equivalent or satisfaction is not the 
game in kind or quantity as that for which it is substituted. Indeed, 























a ene te aE . 
ERS La ET ELS PO RnR 


eT -- eeot 


ne oe 































































a 
—— 


ast — 


Ole ile 





anette eee ee 





312 Review of Stuart’s Discourses on the Atonement. [Oct. 


in all transactions which have respect to a penalty for any injury done, 
or any violation of law, where substitution is admitted with regard to 
the offender, the first kind of equivalency, or that which consists in 
the same quality and quantity, is out of the question. The éetter of 
a penal law demands that the offender himself, and no other, should 
suffer. But the object of the penalty—the ultimate and highest object 
of attaching it to the law—may be attained, perhaps, in some other 
way, and by substitution; even in a more effectual manner, than bya 
literal infliction of the punishment threatened. On the supposition 
that it can be, then if a substitute be admitted instead of literally in- 
flicting the penalty, satisfaction may be truly said to be made, or ap 
equivalent rendered, according to the common usage and understand- 
ing of all men, in respect to subjects of this nature.” pp. 10—12. 

Having thus clearly defined his terms, the learned professor pro- 
ceeds to show that the death of Christ cannot be considered as an 
equivalent in the first sense. His sufferings were not the same in kind, 
or in quantity, as would have been endured by those for whom he suf- 
fered if the penalty of the law had been executed upon them. ‘ The 
worm that never dies—the cup of wrath without mixture which is 
drunk by sinners in the world of wo—we have strong reasons for be- 
lieving, is the sting of a guilty conscience—self condemnation and 
reproach for having violated the just and holy laws of God. This 
sting the holy and spotless Saviour never felt; this was an agony to 
which his bosom of perfect purity must have been a stranger. How- 
ever high then his sufferings mounted, they could not have been the 
saine in kind, as those of the wicked in the world of misery.” p. 12. 

The quantity could not have been the same. ‘ He suffered but a 
few hours ; or, if you include his whole period of humiliation, but a 
few years. In his divine nature, considered as the tmmutadle God, 
we cannot conceive of his having suffered ; and indeed the Scriptures 
always represent him as having assumed the human nature, in order 
that he might suffer. Phil. ii. 6—8. Heb. ii. 9. Great as his suffer- 
ings were, yet they were not like those of the damned, sufferings of ab- 
solute and hopeless despair. He could look beyond them, when hang- 
ing on the cross. He did. He could see the glory and prosperity of 
his kingdom as the certainresult of them. He had a resurrection from 
the tomb in full view; he anticipated his ascension to the throne oi 
majesty on high, in order to become ‘head over all things to the 
Church,’ and the object of heavenly worship—in order to participate 
in ‘the glory which he had with the Father before the world was.’ 
However great then his sufferings were, we can hardly conceive of 
their having been equal in quantity (so to speak) to those which were 
due to sinners, for whom he suffered.” pp. 12, 13. 

** Still, it seems to me to be impossible for us to ascertain how great 
his sufferings really were. ‘The peculiar constitution and the unspeak- 
able dignity of the Saviour’s person ; the spotless innocence of his 
character ; the agony in the garden which forced his whole frame to 
sweat as it were great drops of blood ; his complaint on the cross that 
his God had forsaken him; the fact that he expired sooner thay those 
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who suffered with him; the commotion of the natural world at the 
woes which he endured ; the heavens shrouded with darkness; the 
luminary of the skies extinguished; the veil of the most holy place 
rent, by which Jehovah’s presence was concealed; the rocks and 
tombs bursting asunder ; and the mouldering dust of the saints becom- 
ing reanimated with life—all, all concur to show that the scene oi suf- 
fering was such as the world had never witnessed ; and that itis probally 
not in the power of language to express, nor of our minds to conceive, 
the extent of the agony which Jesus endured.” 

We pass over an argument which appears to us of doubtful tenden- 
cy, for the purpose of stating the sense in which Mr. S. considers the 
death of Christ as an equivalent of the second kind. 

‘* The object of the penalty affixed to the divine law is not revenge. 
‘ God takes no pleasure in the death of him that dieth.’ The object 
of all penalty, under every wise and benevolent government, is to put 
restraint upon offences, to exhibit awful testimony or warning against 
them, and thus to secure the interests of virtue 

“ Ifnow virtue be in the best manner promoted, and sin restrained, 
by the death of Christ and the consequences that necessarily flow from 
it, then the great object of the divine law and its penalties is promoted 
in the most effectual manner.’ 

But here the professor very properly checks himself, and confesses 
his aversion to indulge much in speculation, as to the how and why of 
the equivalency in question. And his * reason is, that the sacred 
writers do not seem to indulge in any curious speculation on the sub- 
ject. Some things, as presented by them, appear exceedingly plain. 
When they bring to our view the Worp, who was in the beginning 
with God, and who was Gon; who created all things; who is Gop 
OVER ALL, and blessed for ever; the TRUE Gop and eternal life; and 
represent him as becoming incarnate—as taking the form of a servant 
and becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the cross; and 
all this on our account, that we might be redeemed from deserved 
ruin; they do this to excite our gratitude, our love, our humility, our 
obedience ; and to urge upon us our obligation to devote ourselves, 
with all we have and are, to the service of him ‘ who loved us, and 
who gave himself to die for us.’ They teach us that the gospel pre- 
sents motives to obedience of a higher nature, and puts restraints upon 
vice that are more effectual, than a system of law could do. With 
this we may well be content; for with this they appear to have been 
satisfied. Where is there any philosophizing, any refined speculation 
in their writing, about the manner in which equivalency or satisfac- 
tion is or can be made out? Can we not acquiesce in the subject, just 
as they have left it? If they present the death of Christ as a most 
awtul and affecting display of the evil of sin, and of the divine dis- 
pleasure against it, enhanced beyond description by the dignity of bis 
person, and the peculiar severity of his sufferings ; and if this makes an 
appeal to the moral sensibilities of the human race, in favour of grati- 
tude and obedience to God, and against sin, in a manner far more af- 
fecting and successful. than the literal execution of the penalty of the 
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law on sinners; is not this sufficient? And if thus much lies on the 
face of the New Testament, and every reader, learned and unlearned, 
can see and feel it; this is enough; the object of the law is in the 
most effectual manner answered. 

** For myself, | need nothing more than this to produce quietude 
of mind, in regard to this part of our subject. More than this, the 
Laplander and the Hottentot—nay most of the human race—cannot 
well be expected to understand ; nor can I see how it is really impor- 
tant they should. If others fee) that clear and satisfactory views 
about the manner in which equivalency is made out, are to be obtain- 
ed by pursuing the speculations of a refined philosophy, | will not ob. 
ject. But I may suggest one caution, viz. that if we attempt to build the 
docirine of atonement on the speculations of philosophy, and do not 
acquiesce in the subject, as it is simply presented by the writers of the 
New Testament—so simply, that the heathen can understand and feel 
it as well as we—then we must not be surprised, if we find philosophy 
objecting to the atonement, and claiming a right to prostrate our edi- 
fice, by the same power which has raised it up.” pp. 17-19. 

We are glad to see this caution ; for none have stood more in need 
of it than our orthodox dissenting brethren. The peculiarities of the 
Calvinistick theology have always kept alive that philosophizing 
spirit which seeks to penetrate into the secrets of the Almighty, and 
which exalts human reason above its proper level, and renders it un- 
willing to admit facts for which it cannot account, and therefore 
weakens that implicit faith with which we ought always to receive the 
simple declarations of our religion, We do not mean to charge our 
orthodox brethren with consequences which we know must well ex- 
cite their borrour; but it does appear to us that Unitarianism ts 
the reaction of that bold philosophizing spirit which occupied itself in 
speculations on the nature and operations of the divine mind till it be- 
came bewildered, in a labyrinth of its own formation. The fact that 
Unitarianism is most prevalent in those communions which have enter- 
ed most fearlessly into this metaphysical theology, affords to our minds 
satisfactory evidence that the caution of the learned professor is wise- 
ly and properly given. With these views we cannot too highly com- 
mend the following remarks concerning the tribunal at which the doc- 
trine of the atonement can alone be properly tried : 

‘* | am bold to aver that philosophy is not a competent judge to de- 
cide it. In averring this, however, I take it for granted, that philoso- 
phy is unable to disprove the credit due to divine revelation. On the 
supposition that such is the fact, and as a believer in divine revela- 
tion, l hold myself under obligation to prove nothing more in regard 
to the substitution or expiatory sacrifice of Christ, than that the Scrip- 
tures have revealed it as a Fact. Has God declared it tobe a Fact? 
Do the Saviour and his apostles declare it to be so? These are the 
questions, and the only ones of any particular importance, about which 
a sincere and implicit believer in the divine testimony needs to be so- 
licitous. It cannot surely be of much consequence, what difficulties 
can be raised by speculating on philosophical grounds, about the na- 
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ture or manner of substitution. The fact itself is that with which we 
are concerned, as poor ruined sinners. We might indeed well say, 
that when the authority of revelation is admitted, the questions why and 
how, in respect to the atonement, could be entirely dismissed from our 


discussion, as being by no means necessarily attached to it. Does: 


philosophy find the doctrine of atonement by the death of the Son of 
God mysterious? We readily concede that it is so; and we know 


that the distinguished apostle of the Gentiles believed the mystery of 


godliness to be great; and that the angels themselves are represented 
as earnestly desirous of prying into this mystery. 

** But if philosophy wonders here, (for which we will not blame 
her,) yet she has no right to scoff. If atonement by the vicarious suf- 
fering and death of Christ be a reality, it is one which the book of 
God only reveals. I fully agree with the naturalists in saying, that 
the book of nature presents nothing but a blank leaf, in respect to an 
atonement effected in this manner. Not one syllable can be made 
out from it, with any certainty. The necessity of some atonement or 
expiatory offering, has indeed been felt by nearly all the human race, 
however unenlightened ; and acknowledged in the bloody sacrifices 
which they have offered to the gods whom they worshipped. But the 
method of it, as proposed in the gospel, is quite above the discovery of 
unenlightened or even philosophical reason. ‘The most rigid sect of 
moralists among the heathen, did not admit that pardoning mercy 
could with any propriety be extended to those, who had incurred the 
penalty which justice demanded. Seneca declares that a wise man 
does not remit the punishment which he ought to exact, (De Clemen- 
tia Il. 6, 7.) How then could this philosopher, or those who were like 
him, discover or believe the doctrine of substitution or vicarious suffer- 
ing by the death of the Son of God? What they never imagined, or 
what many when it is proposed to them regard as foolishness, God 
has declared to be the means of salvation. To revelation then we 
must go for any instruction, with regard to the doctrine of pardoning 
mercy through the atoning blood of Jesus.” pp. 19—21. 

But while the learned professor refuses to philosophy the right of 
sitting as a judge, he equally disclaims her right to appear in the cha- 
racter of an accuser. He maintains that the doctrine of substitution or 
vicarious suffering can never be proved to be absurd; because the 
wisest and best of human governments admit the principle, and it has 
been found the means, when prudently and soberly applied, of evident 
gain in respect to the great ends which civil government is designed 
to accomplish. And if this be true, then the possibility must surely 
be conceded, “ that infinite power connected with infinite wisdom and 
benevolence can,” in the same manner, promote the purposes of di- 
vine government. But the argument does not stop bere. It is not 
only possible for almighty power and wisdom and goodness to employ 
substitution, butit is also a matter of fact that substitution has been so 
employed. ‘‘ To say nothing of the expiatory sacrifices of the patriar- 
chal age,” the principle was in actual practice under the Mosaick 
dispensation for nearly fifteen centuries, ‘‘ He who brought a sin or 
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trespass offering, and presented it to the Lord, was exempted from the 
sen'ence which the law of Moses pronounced against the external of- 
fence that he had committed. The whole nation as such, were freed 
from the penalty annexed to certain offences, on the great day of 

atonement when the high priest entered the most holy place, and pre- 
sented the blood of the national offering or victim to Jehovah.” Here 
then is a case of * actual substitution by the appointment of God, the 
supreme iegislator and judge of the Jewish nation and of all men.” 
The deduction from this important fact is so forcible and so clearly 
stated, that we shall give the whole in the author’s words : 

** Considering now the facts in regard to this whole subject, as they 
stand disclosed in the Jewish Scriptures, who will venture to pro- 
nounce, that a similar arrangement under the general government of 
Gou in respect to men, is impossible? The moral purposes of God 
in respect to this government, we may cheerfully admit, are the high- 
est purposes which are known to us. But had he no moral purposes 
to eff. ci under the Jewish dispensation, and by the Mosaick insti- 
tutes { Most certainly he had. Incipient and imperfect they were 
indeed, compared with the great moral ends accomplished by the 
gos) el. But still they were real. Yet God as the supreme lawgiver 
an’ judge of the Jews, did, in some cases, remit the penalty of bis law 
as given by Moses, in consequence of a substitute for it. Now if the 
thing itself were absurd or impossible, he could not have done it. Nor 
can we conceive of any more impossibility that he should do the same 
thing under his general government of men, than that he should do it 
under the Jewish dispensation. Wrong is not more really done (if 
there be wrong at all) in the one case, than in the other; and one is 
therefore just as possible for God as the other. So far as we can see, 
there is no more hazard to the general interests of the universe, in the 
admission of vicarious sacrifice for sinners, than there was to the Jew- 
ish commonwealth, by the admission of expiatory offering into its 
system of government. 

“In a word ; God did admit vicarious sacrifices under his govern- 
ment of the Jews ; and an inspired apostle has taught us that they 
were, and were designed to be, types of the great expiatory offering 
made by Christ, To express it in another manner; that was done in 
ancient times upon a smaller scale, which at a later period was done 
on alargerone. The penalty for certain offences against the Mosaick 
Jaw, was removed by the sacrifice of goats and bullocks ; ; and the pe- 
naity against the higher law of heaven (if you please so to name it), 
is removed by the death of Christ. If both are by the arrangement 
of heaven, the one presents no more impossibility than the other.” — 
pp- 25, ‘ 26, 

It must not be objected that because the remission under the law 
was only of a civil or ecclesiastical penalty, therefore we cannot 
thence argue for the remission on similar terms of a penalty due to 
moral turpitude. For this depends upon the fact whether an adequate 
expiatory offering is provided. Now on this point we have the ex- 
press assurance of holy writ. ‘If’ says the apostle, ‘the blood of 
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bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh; how mucu more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal spirit, offered himself without 
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works, to serve the 
living God.” Heb. ix. 13, 14. ** That is,’ says Mr. Stuart, ‘* If the 
beast which perished for ever under the knife of the sacrificing priest, 
did still, by divine appointment, make atonement for certain offences 
against the Mosaick law, so that the penalty denounced against them 
was remitted, and the offender treated as though he were not guilty ; 
how much more shall the holy Saviour, a victim possessed of a nobler 
nature—of a never-dying spirit—make expiation for the moral turpi- 
tude of offences against God as the governour of the world. 

“If this reasoning of the apostle be admitted, then we can never 
prove the impossibility of atonement for sin, by alleging that no vic- 
tim can be adequate to the occasion. For the apostle plainly declares 
that the sacrifice of Christ was mone adequate to the purpose for which 
it was made, than the death of the victim under the ancient dispensa- 
tion, was to the occasion which demanded it.” pp. 27, 28. 

Nor can the justice of God be alleged as constituting a ground of 
impossibility ; for if there be forgiveness at all with God, his justice is 
no more impugned by the forgiveness of sin through an atonement, 
than it would be without an atonement. 

Havine thus shown the possibility of an atonement, Mr. S. touches 
slight!y upon its probability and rationality. That it cannot be shown 
to be improbable he infers from the general consent of mankind, all of 
whom whether civilized or barbarous agree in the practice of offering 
propitiatory sacrifices That it is rational he also infers from the fact 
thai although unassisted reason could never bave discovered this method 
of pardoning mercy, yet when once revealed, reason can discover no 
Other way in which the divine attributes of justice and mercy can be 
reconciled. With this he concludes his first discourse ; and the whole 
passage is so eloquent that we cannot forbear giving it to our readers, 

‘* God is just; therefore he will punish sin ; and if we read only the 
book of nature, must we not say too, with Seneca, ‘ therefore he can- 
not forgive it?’ But revelation discloses his attribute of mercy ; and 
mercy consists essentially in remitting the strict claims of justice, 
either in whole orin part. How then shall God possess these two at- 
tributes, and exercise them in respect to our guilty rebellious race? A 
question which ‘ages and generations’ could not answer; a mystery 
hidden from them. A question which philosophy may seek in vain 
satisfactorily to solve. But in the cross of Christ—in his expiatory 
sufferings and death—we may find an answer. Here ‘ mercy and 
truth have met together; righteousness and peace have embraced each 
other.’ In the agonies of Christ, a personage of such transcendent dig- 
nity and glory, we see the terrours of divine justice displayed in the 
most affecting manner, and are impressively taught what evil is due to 
sin. In the pardon purchased by his death, we contemplate the riches 
of divine mercy. God might have displayed his justice, indeed, in 
the world of perdition, and called us to contemplate it as written ia 
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characters that would make us shudder. His mercy also he might 


have displayed, by the absolute and unconditional pardon of sinners, 
rovided no atonement had been made. But who could look on the 
radiance of his simple justice, as exhibited only in such a manner, 
without extinguishing his vision for ever? Or who could contemplate 
undiscriminating and unconditional mercy only, without being influ- 
enced to forget the awful displeasure of God against sin, or being em- 
boldened to continue in it? But in the cross of Jesus, his justice and 
his mercy are united. Here is the bright spot where the effulgence of 
the Deity converges and centres. On this we may gaze with admi- 
ration, with safety, with delight; for here the rays of eternal glory 
meet and blend, so as to be sweetly attempered to our vision. The 
bow in the cloud, where the glories of the sun, the brightest image of 
its Maker in the natural world, meet and mingle, and present to our 
view the delightful token that the waters of a flood will drown the 
earth no more; is but a faint emblem of the attempered glory which 
beams from the cross of Jesus, the token of deliverance from a flood 
more awful than that of Noah.”’ pp. 29, 30. 


(To BE CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


BOOK II. 


Translated from the original German of Klopstock. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 254.) 


Tuvus mourn’d the spiritsad. And now he stood 
At the world’s entrance ; but the splendour burt 
His eyes hell-weaken’d ; and the songs around 

Of wandering angels broke into bis soul, 

Like winged thunders. Centuries had pass’d 
Since his wan looks had scanned thus the world. 
He stood ; and silently surveying spoke : 

O hallowed entrance, dar’d I, but through thee 
Press once again the orbs of heaven, and leave 

For e’er this realm of gloomiest crime! O suns, 
Children of Godhead, was I not more bright 

Than ye, when first the Eternal call’d me forth 
Beaming with light? And, now, I stand ‘mid glooms 
A wretched, horrour-striking being. Now, 

?Tis now, O heaven, I tremble, whilst I look 

On thy fair orbit! Thou hast seen me sin— 
Rebel against thy Lord! O deathless peace, 

My play-fellow amid the vales of God, 

Where art thou flown? Instead of thee, what now 
Has my stern Judge bequeath’d me? Stupor sad 
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And woes unutterable. O, might I 
But name Him father; quickly should this tongue 
Lisp forth those tender accents, which his own, 

His true remaining angels love pronounce. 

Judge of the world, and may a suppliant mourn 
Before thee? Thou whose glance beholds him deep 
Beneath the abyss of sin. O awful thought, 
Thought full of pangs, and thou dismay go on 

To butcher, tyrant-like, thy victim! O 

How is that victim wretched! Yes, I curse, 

I curse the day, when my creator said ; 

‘¢ Arise and be.’’ I curse thee, as thou rose 

Day from thine eastern bed ; and by thy beams 
New-rising the immortals hail’ me : 

‘¢ Brother and art thou.” Eternity, 

Mother of agonies unending, why, 

Why didst thou bear me? Wretch, and must thou live 
Eternally 2. Why wert thou rather not 

Alike thy kindred night, which gloomy, dark, 

And loaded with the curse of Godhead, past 

Empty of creatures, ’mid the voice of storms 

Beiore its sick’ning Maker? Impious fool, 

Whom, whom arraignest thou? Doth not the eye 
Of heaven look upon thee? O ye suns, 

Fall from your heights and crush me! Distant stars, 
Ere the dread ire of him, who sits upon 

Yon throne of vengeance, strike me! Is there not 
(Vouchsafe to speak, Thou all inexorable) 

Oh, is there not one hope to see Thee more ? 

Ah heavenly Judge! Creator! pitying Sire! 

I fear again; for I have slander’d Thee, 

Jehovah ; and I dare to give Thee names 

That but thy pardon’d sinners trust to emit ! 

O! let me fly. Already rushes forth 

His ire invincible !— His thunders seize me ! 

Yet where to fly, O God, I know not! Speed! 
The miserable spake ; then look’d amid 

Th’ abyss and pray’d: O God destroyer, Thou 

So awful in thy judgments, here create 

A killing fire, that ev’n shall spirits kill ! 

Vain pray’d the wretch. There was no killing fire, 
No solace tohis agony. He turn’d, 

Despairing, back towards the world again ; 

And stood by a vast sun, near which pour’d forth 
Innumerable stars their kindling beams : 
Not like our sun, or stars, but rather like 
Oceans in ardent blaze. From thence his eye 
Bent Vacant on th’ abyss. Anear him lay 

A darkly wandering earth-orb: God had pass*d 
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His judgment o’er him. Abbadona mark’d ; 

And cast himself upon it; hoping still 

To fall with it, and be annihilate. 

The wretched bope-was crush’d. It would not sink, 
That dark’ning earth-ball. Horrour seiz’d afresh 
Her victim; as a mountain, white with bones 

Of men long murder’d, did she press him down, 
Again his last hope blasted, to the earth. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


OHIO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Tue Right Rev. Bishop Chase has recently returned from England, 
from the mission he had undertaken for the purpose of procuring funds 
for the Theological Seminary about to be established in the diocese 
of Ohio. Our readers are probably aware that there has been a dif- 
ference of opinion among some of those who feel an interest in the 
proposed seminary, respecting the precise character it ought to as- 
sume. Some have wished that it might become a branch of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, while Bishop Chase and others have preferred making 
it an independent diocesan institution. We are happy to learn that the 
jealousies arising from this difference of opinion are in a great mea- 
sure removed. The trustees of the fund raised in England for the 
Ohio Seminary, (Lord Kenyon, Admiral Lord Gambier, Rev. Dr. 
Gaskin, and Henry Hoare, Esq.) say, in an address which they pub- 
lished in May last, that, ** Aware that some objections have been 
made to this design, the trustees are happy to state that those objec- 
tions have been withdrawn; as will appear from a circular lately 
issued under the sanction of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, of New 
York, in which a similar application is made in behalf of two other 
important and valuable establishments,” the General ‘Theological Se- 
minary, and the Episcopal College in Connecticut. 

We make the following extracts from the same address as showing 
some of the grounds upon which the application for aid was urged in 
England, and as exhibiting the security that is given that the proposed 
institution shall not interfere with the unity of the Church. After 
stating the great want of clergymen in Ohio, the address proceeds— 
‘*¢ The General Theological Seminary has been finally re-established 
in New York, and affords advantages of the most important kind 
to such students as can have access to it; but the mean distance 
of the state of Ohio from New York, is, by the most direct route, 
nearly 600 miles; and, by way of the lakes, in order to avoid 
the mountains, 800 miles ; and those who have experienced the diffi- 
culties and dangers of a journey from the western to the eastern states 
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in America, consider them greater than those which are to be encoun- 
tered in crossing the Atlantick to Europe. 

** But, while the very existence of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
westward of the Alleghany mountains thus absoluteiy requires the 
means of educating on the spot young men for the ministry, Bishop 
Chase has manifested the utmost anxiety to preserve the authority of 
the House of Bishops, and the just and salutary control of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary ; as will appear by the following extract 
from the deed of constitution, signed by bim in November, 1823, as 
the basis of all donations, viz. 

«« That all acts and proceedings of the said school or Theological 
Seminary shall for ever be in conformity to the doctrine, discipline, 
constitution, and canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, and to the course of study prescribed, or 
to be prescribed, by the bishops of said Church; and, on proper 
evidence of a default thereof, that the Right Rev. the Bishops 
of the said American Church, or a majority of them, as a committee 
of the incorporated institution of the General Theological Seminary 
of the said church, in the city of New York, or elsewhere, shall 
have power to institute an inquiry at law, and to see that the will and 
intentions of the founders and donors of the said school or Theolo- 
gical Seminary in Ohio be fulfilled.’ ” 

The address concludes as follows: ‘* Under these circumstances, 
and being convinced that the strictest conformity to the constitution 
and canons of the church, and the most scrupulous regard to the unity 
of that church, has characterized Bishop Chase’s proposal, the under- 
signed cannot but applaud the undertaking, and heartily recommend 
it to the support of all who sympathize with their fellow Christians, 
destitute of the blessings attending the appointed means of grace, and 
are grateful to God for their own spiritual privileges in this highly fa- 
voured country.’” 

With such security for the proper direction of the proposed institu- 
tion, however we might wish it to have been a branch of the General 
Theological Seminary, we cannot but rejoice at the success which has 
attended Bishop Chase’s mission. His design received the sanction of 
both the Archbishops and of many of the Bishops and other distin- 
guished members of the Church of England. He received also a large 
amount in contributions of money and books; and agents are still em. 
ployed in making farther collections, to be remitted to him. We are 
not informed of the full amount received. In a list of contributors ap- 
pended to the address from which we have made the preceding ex. 
tracts, which was published several months previous to Bishop Chase’s 
return, we observe a subscription by the Countess of Rosse of £400 
sterling, Rev. Mr. Rogers £200, Bishop of Durham £100, and very 
many of £50 and smaller sums. The value of the subscriptions men- 
tioned in this list is not much less than 20,000 dollars. 

There is another point of view, in which we regard the success of 
Bishop Chase’s application with much satisfaction, aside from the con- 
sideration of the benefits conferred directly upon the proposed iustitu- 
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tion, and upon the Church in this country. There are those, both in 
England, and in this country, and some of them men of talent and in- 
fluence, who seem to take an ill-natured delight in endeavouring to 
stir up unkindly feelings and unworthy passions among us. Now so 
long as we can see the great and the good in both nations thus ready 
to co-operate in the same good work, as fellow Christians, members 
of the same Church, servants of the same divine Master, we have little 
to fear from the misdirected efforts of those who would excite unhal- 
lowed jealousies among us, however elevated their station, or powerful 
their talents. 

Tue annual meeting of the Trustees of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, 
was held in the city of New York from the 27th to the 30th of July 
last. The examination of the students took place on the 28th and 
29th, and the annual commencement on the 30th. The exercises 
were highly creditable to the professors and students and gave great 
satisfaction to the large number of clerical and lay gentlemen who 
attended from the different dioceses of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, North 
and South Carolina, and Georgia. 

We have just received “An abstract of the proceedings of the 
board, of Trustees” of the Seminary, from which we make the fol- 
lowing extracts containing the principal matters recorded on the min. 
utes of the board. 

There were present, the Right Rev. Bishop White, Bishop Kemp, 
Bishop Croes, and Bishop Brownell. The Reverend Dr. Jarvis, Mr. 
Crocker, Mr. Croswell, Dr. Harris, Dr. Milnor, Mr. Berrian, Dr. 
Lyell, Mr. Creighton, Dr. Wainright, Mr. M’Vickar, John Croes, jun, 
Mr. Kemper, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Bedell, Mr. Boyd, Mr. Henshaw, 
and the Secretary—T. L. Ogden, Esq. J. Lawrence, ‘Esq. David S, 

Wones, Esq. H. M’Farlan, Esq. E. R. Jones, Esq. Stephen Warren, 

Esq. Peter Kean, Esq. John B. Eccleston, Esq. and Jacob Lorillard, 

Esq. 

The Finance Committee submitted the following annual report, to- 
gether with the account current of the Treasurer, viz. 

The Finance Committee of the General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, in compliance 
with the Statutes, beg leave to lay before the Trustees the follow- 
ing statement of the funds of the Seminary. 

The Permanent Fund consists of 
200 Mechanics’ Bank shares, the par value of which is 5,000 00 


30 Franklin Fire Insurance Company shares 1,500 00 
A certificate of United States 6 per. cent. stock 3,700 00 
Bonds of the Corporation of Trinity Church 12,050 00 
Bonds and mortgages of individuals 38,800 00 


Loans on notes of individuals, secured by transfers of stock 19,265 05 





Total $80,315 05 














1824.] Relig. Intell ——General Theological Seminary. 323 
The Scholarships are, 


The “* Warren,” endowed with the sum of 2,500 00 
The * Bishop White,” ditto 2,200 00 
The ‘ North-Carolina Fund,” of which there 
have been received into the Treasury 1,789 40 
And there remains in the Bank of Newbern, to 
be drawn for 908 00 
—_—_——— 2.697 40 





Making together, $ 7,197 40 
—e oe 
Of the above sum of 7,197 dollars and 40 cents, 6,119 dollars and 
40 cents have been loaned on stock, until a more permanent invest- 
ment can be made. 
The ordinary expenditures of the Seminary are, 


Salaries to the Professors 3,750 00 
Salaries to the Librarians 100 00 
Salary to the Janitor 150 00 
Rent of the house occupied by the students 500 00 


Annual allowance to four scholars, in lieu of Professor 
M’Donald’s salary of 300 dollars, provided the con- 
templated arrangement with the Branch School at Ge- 














neva is effected 400 00 
Incidental expenses 400 00 
5,300 00 

From which deducting the interest on the permanent 
fund of 80,315 dollars, at 6 per cent. 4,818 90 
Leaves an annual deficiency of $ 481 10 
meee eames 

To meet this deficiency there are subscriptions in the 
city of New-York, payable in 1824 425 00 
Do. in 1825 780 00 
Do. in 1826 680 00 
Do. in 1827 140 00 
$ 2,025 00 

Subscriptions yet unpaid, 

In the State of New-York, (exclusive of the city) 2,344 00 
In the State of Maryland 539 00 
In the State of South-Carolina 1,637 00 
In the State of North-Carolina 150 00 
$ 4,670 00 


See 

For a detailed statement of the expenditures of the past year, the 
committee beg leave to refer to the accompanying account current of 
the Treasurer, which exhibits a balance in favour of the Seminary of 
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812 dollars and 80 cents, that may be applied to the payment of the 
current expenses that fall due on the first of August. 

The Committee experience great satisfaction in reporting an in- 
crease of the Permanent Fund ; which is owing in a great measure to 
the exertions of the Rev. Robert B. Croes, who has for some time 
been acting as Agent for the Seminary ; and the expectation is indulg- 
ed, that should they have the advantage of the zeal and activity of 
the Rev. Mr. Croes, and other faithful agents, for some time longer, 
sufficient funds will be procured to supply all the wants of the Semi- 
nary. 

: All which is respectfully submitted, 

ISAAC LAWRENCE, 
HENRY MFARLAN,  conmite. 
EDWARD R. JONES, 


The account current of the Treasurer [of which the following is a 
summary] exhibits the following recezpts into the Treasury during 
the past year, viz. 


Balance of account rendered 20th July, 1823 76 91 
Cash on account of the Sherrerd legacy 48,244 38 

Remitted to Mr Lawrence from Charleston in January 
and June, 1823 1,826 77 
Collected by the Rev. R. B. Croes* 3,798 66 

Do. by the Rev. William Creighton, from mem- 
bers of St. Mark’s Church, New York 750 00 

Do. by Thomas 8. Townsend, from members of 
Christ Church, New-York 775 00 
Do. by the Rev. Dr. John C. Rudd 200 00 

Do. by Edward R. Jones, from members of Grace 
Church, New-York 2.875 00 

Do. by Henry M’Farlan, from members of Trinity 
Church, New-York, and her Chapels 1,090 00 
Interest and dividends on capital invested 2,331 56 
Bishop Hobart’s draft on the Rev. H. H. Norris, of London 946 67 
Rev. Dr. Milnor’s second instalment 100 00 
Collection in Trinity Church for necessitous students 106 16 


$63,121 11 


—E 








The expenditures have been 


Salaries to the Proijessors 3,945 00 
Librarian 200 00 
Janitor 145 75 





Carried forward $4290 75 


* We understand that the whole amount received by the collector from the 
Ist of October 1823, to the Ist of August, 1824, including 1400 dollars collected 
for the N. Carolina fund, was about $6000. _ Besides this, he received subscrip- 
tions, payable for the most part in the course of a year, to the amount of 5000 
dollars.~-Editor Gospel Advocate. 
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, Brought forward 4290 75 

Books for the Seminary and Branch School 190 20 

Two quarters’ rent of house occupied by students 250 00 

Wood and candles 38 05 

Advertising 21 24 

Printing when Bishop Brownell collected in Baltimore 15 00 

Rev. Robert B. Croes’ draft on account of his expenses 60 00 

Cost of corporate seal 20 00 

Drawing and recording assignment of T. Rich’s mortgage 11 31 
Coilection in Trinity Church for necessitous students paid 

to Dr. Turner 106 16 
Invested in bonds of individuals, secured by mortgage of 

real estate in the city of New-York 38,800 00 
Invested in notes of individuals, secured by a transfer of 

stock 18,505 60 

$ 62,308 31 

Leaving a balance in the Treasury of 812 80 

enema aerate 

Composed of, cash in Manhattan Bank 602 80 


W.F &S. Mott’s acceptance, payable 6-9th August 100 00 
Charleston bank notes, which are at present at a dis- 

count 110 00 

Whereupon it was resolved, that the said account be referred to 
the Standing Committee, to be examined and audited. 

On motion of Mr. Eccleston, seconded by the Rev. J. Croes, jun. 
resolved, that this board approve of the proceedings of the Standing 
Committee, in passing and authenticating the resolution on its minutes, 
which they requested the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart to take with 
him, and use in England. 

The minutes of the Standing Committee, in relation to the subject 
of abolishing the Branch School at Geneva, and the instrument of re- 
nunciation on the part of persons interested therein, with the other 
papers therein referred to, were laid before the Board, and consid- 
ered : 

Whereupon, on motion of Bishop Kemp, seconded by Bishop Brow- 
nell, the following preamble and resolutions were passed by this 
Board :— 

Whereas, the Trustees of the Geneva Academy ; the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Trustees of the said Academy, authorized and empow- 
ered to take all necessary and proper steps for procuring funds for 
the permanent endowment of the proposed College at Geneva ; the 
Rector, Wardens, and Vestrymen, of Trinity Church, Geneva; the 
Rev. Orin Clark, Rector of Trinity Church, Geneva, and Professor 
in the Branch Theological School at Geneva; and the Rev. Daniel 
M*Donald, Principal of the said Geneva Academy, and Professor in 
the said Branch School—as well for themselves, as fur and on behalf 
of the said proposed College at Geneva, the said Trinity Church at 
Geneva, and the said Branch Schoo] at Geneva ; as also for and in be- 
half of all persons interested in the said Academy, in the said pro- 
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posed College, and in the said Branch School, or either of them— 
have, by an instrument in writing, under their respective seals, re- 
nounced all connection with, and claim upon this Seminary, which 
the said Branch School, by reason of any matter or thing heretofore 
said or done by, or on behalf of this Seminary, may, might, or could 
have had, or hereafter have, with or upon this Seminary ; subject to 
this condition, that this Seminary shall cause the sum of eight thou- 
sand dollars to be appropriated towards the permanent endowment of 
the proposed College at Geneva, or shall secure to the use and benefit 
of said College, the payment of the yearly interest of the said sum 
perpetually, and payable half-yearly, at the rate of six per cent. per 
annum. 

And whereas, the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Promotion of Religion and Learning in the State of New York 
have agreed to advance the sum of eight thousand dollars, or secure 
the annual interest thereof, if the Trustees of this Seminary shall ef- 
fect an arrangement with the Professors, Trustees, and others interest- 
ed in the said Branch School, by which all connexion with, and 
claims upon this Seminary, shall be for ever renounced by the said 
Branch School, provided an equivalent be given by this Seminary to 
the said Society in Scholarships ; therefore, 

Resolved, that if the said ‘* Society for the promotion of Religion 

and Learning in the State of New-York,” shall and do, for and on 
behalf of this Seminary, advance the said sum of eight thousand dol- 
lars, to be appropriated towards the permanent endowment of the said 
proposed College at Geneva ; or shall and do, for and on behalf of 
this same Seminary, secure to the use and benefit of the said College, 
the payment of the interest of the said sum perpetually, and payable 
half-yearly, at the rate of six per cent.—and if, upon such advance 
or security, all the parties who have executed the above mentioned 
instrument, shall and do ratify and confirm the same fully and uncon- 
ditionally—then, and from thenceforth, the Trustees of the said ‘‘ So- 
ciety for the promotion of Religion and Learning,” shall be entitled 
to four Scholarships in this Seminary, with all the rights and privileg- 
es given and granted, or intended to be given and granted, to the 
founders of Scholarships, under and by virtue of the third Section of 
the third Chapter of the Statutes of this Seminary ; subject, however, 
to such general regulations, not inconsistent with the rights of found- 
ers, which this Seminary may hereafter make in regard to Scholar- 
ships. 
Resolved further, that so soon as the above mentioned sum of eight 
thousand dollars, or the interest thereof, shall be advanced or secured 
as above mentioned,—the said branch school at Geneva, shall be, and 
ihe same is hereby abolished. 

The report to the Finance Committee, of the Rev. Robert B. Croes, 
an agent for collecting funds for this Seminary, was read ; whereup- 
on it was 

Resolved, that the thanks of this Board be presented to the Rev. 
Robert B, Croes, for the zeal and ability with which he has pertorm- 
ed the duties of an agent for this Institution. 
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Resolved, that the four Bishops present be a Committee to inquire 
into, and report the best methods of further increasing the funds of 
this Seminary. 

The Right Rev. Bishops, who were appointed a committee to in- 
quire into and report the best methods of further increasing the funds 
of this Seminary, reported, that it would be eligible to employ one 
agent for this business, and recommended the Rev. Robert B. Croes 
to be the said agent ; and this report and recommendation were adopt- 
ed by this Board. 

A resolution of the Standing Committee on the subject of erecting 
buildings, and a communication from South-Carolina on the same sub- 
ject, being under consideration, it was, on motion of the Right Rev. 
Bishop Brownell, seconded by the Rev. Mr. Kemper, 

Resolved unanimously, that it is expedient to erect, on the ground 
conveyed to certain Trustees for this Institution by Clement C. Moore, 
Esq., a suitable building or buildings for its accommodation. 

Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed to report the pro- 
per measures for carrying the preceding resolution into effect : 

And Bishop Kemp, Bishop Croes, Mr. Ogden, Mr. Lorillard, and 
Mr. Eccleston, were appointed said Committee. 

This Committee reported the following resolutions, which on mo- 
tion of Bishop Croes, were unanimously accepted and passed. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be authorized to take 

measures for the collection of contributions for the erection of build- 
ings for the accommodation of the Professors and Students, and other 
purposes of this Seminary, on the land conveyed to the use of the Se- 
minary, by Clement C. Moore, Esq. which contributions shall con- 
stitute a separate fund, to be denominated the ‘* Building Fund.” 

Resolved, That the Agentlately appointed to collect funds for the 
use of the institution, be authorized, on the requisition of the Stand- 
ing Committee, to solicit and receive contributions towards the erec-- 
tion of the said buildings, which contributions shall be entered on a 
separate subscription book, and the amount thereof shall be carried to 
the credit of the building fund by the Treasurer. 

Resolved, That as soon as the building fund shall amount to ten 
thousand dollars, a similar amount out of the general funds of the Se- 
minary be appropriated in aid of, and placed to the credit of the said 
fund ; after which, the rent of the buildings which may be required 
for the temporary accommodation of the Professors and Students, shall 
be a charge on the building fund. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be authorized, whenever 
the building fund, exclusive of the above appropriation, shall amount 
to ten thousand dollars, to proceed in the erection of the said build- 
ings, and upon such scale of expenditure as shall be commensurate 
with the means secured, so that no more than ten thousand dollars be, 
in any event, drawn from the general funds of the Seminary. 

The instrument by which Clement C. Moore, Esq. conveyed to 
certain trustees, for the use of the Seminary, certain lots of yround at 
Greenwich, fras read : 
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Whereupon, it was resolved, that the same be referred to the Stand- 
ing Committee, to take measures for the vesting of the title of the said 
land in this Seminary ; Also, 

On motion of the Rev. J. Croes, jun. resolved, that the thanks of 
the Board of Trustees of the General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, be presented to 
Ciement C. Moore, Esq., for the very valuable and munificent dona- 
tion of land which he has made for the use of the said Seminary. 

On motion of the Rev. Professor M’Vickar, resolved, that so much 
of the report of the faculty of this Seminary as relates to the evil aris- 
ing from the short term of residence of the students, be printed; and 
that a copy of the same be transmitted to each of the bishops, with 
the respectful request ot this board, that they will take the subject 
under their consideration, and adopt such measures as they may deem 
expedient to remedy the same.* 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Milnor, resolved, that the resolution ap- 
pointing the Rev. Robert B. Croes an agent for collections, shall be un- 
derstood as appointing him the sole agent at present, but not as restrict- 
ing the Standing Committee from making such other auxiliary arrange- 
ments in relation thereto, as circumstances in their opinion may require. 

On motion of the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, resolved, that the agent 
for collecting funds be instructed, with the permission of the rectors 
or ministers, to preach sermons in all places where he may deem it 
useful ; in order to explain the situation, character, and objects of 
this Seminary, with a view to induce the friends of the Church to 
contribute to its support. | 

On motion of Bishop Kemp, seconded by the Rev. George Boyd, 
resolved, that the Trustees of the General Theological Seminary deem 
it their duty to express the high gratifi€ation they have enjoyed, in 
attending the examination and exercises of the Students. [Twoor three 
other resolutions were adopted, which we are obliged to omit. } 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, seconded by Mr. Kean, resolved, 
that the thanks of this board be presented to the venerable President 
for his address delivered this day at the commencement; and that a 
copy of the same be requested tor publication. 


* Extract from the report of the Faculty referred to in this resolution. 

“The Professors are aware, that the number of pupils belonging to the Semin- 
ary is small, compared with the whole number of candidates for holy orders. 
They regret that the want of pecuniary aid obliges so many Students of Theolo- 
gy to content themselves with a private education, or to resort to other Semina- 
ries better endowed than their own. They hope that it will not be considered as 
indecorous, if they suggest the great benefit which would accrue to the cause 
of religion and of our church, if the larger and more wealthy of our congrega- 
tions were to support one Student annually at the Seminary. They hope, too, 
that experience will justify them in expressing the opinion, that to extend the 
term of candidateship from one year, as now required by the canons, to three, 
would promote, ina very high degree, the interests of the Seminary. For itis a 
fact, that but a few young men can be induced to spend three years in the Semi- 
nary, if there is a probability of their receiving orders after a sorter term of pro- 
bation, and hence it is that our first classes and our secoud, at the close of the 
second session, are so small.” 
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